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 ANNUAL REPORT 2009-2010 

Take a look at these 
names. Everyone on this 
page has one thing in 
common – each has given 
money to support social 
justice in Oregon. If you’re 
on this list, thank you!

For some, it’s a $5 donation. 
For others, it’s $10,000. But 
for each donor, it’s about 
making a commitment to 
justice in our communities.  

The donors on this page 
come from across Oregon, 
and beyond. Some have 
modest incomes, some 
live with wealth. Some 
are people of color, others 
are white. There are 
people who stand up to be 
counted, and people who 
wheel their way to the front 
of the protest line. Queer 
folks and straight allies. 

This is more than a donor 
list. It’s a list of people in 
your community who put 
their money where their 
values are. 

Is your name here? If so, 
thanks for your support. 
If it isn’t, should it be? 

Because if you support 
social justice in Oregon, 
there’s a place for you 
on this list. There’s a 
place for you at MRG 
Foundation. 

Is your name here? Should it be?   KLAMATH-SISKIYOU WILDLANDS 

 PFLAG 

 OREGON FAIR TRADE CAMPAIGN 

MRG Board Members  
2009-10

Elisa Aguilera • Gil Avery • 
Ibrahim Hamide • Kayse Jama • 
Arbrella Luvert • Marcy Middleton 
• Guadalupe Quinn • Rich Rohde 
• Suk Rhee • Chris Winter • 
Carole Zoom

MRG Staff 2009-10

Edith Casterline, Office Manager

Dave Cutler, Finance and 
Administration Director

Marjory Hamann,  
Executive Director

Cris Lira,  
Grants Program Assistant

Kathleen Pequeño, 
Communications Director

Anita Rodgers, Program Director 

Sheryl Sackman,  
Development Director

Annah Sidigu,  
Development Assistant

Finance Committee

Arbrella Luvert • Tom Del Savio • 
Olga Turner • Miriam Levitt

Donor Relations Committee

Yee Won Chong • Shadia Duery • 
Shizuko Hashimoto • Dianne Riley 
• Chris Winter • Carole Zoom

 WISDOM OF THE ELDERS                    

Dear Friends,

This year, MRG Foundation accomplished more than ever! I’m pleased to 
share this snapshot of our work supporting social justice work in Oregon, and the groups, 
donors and volunteer leaders that made it all possible. 

l  More grants: We’re awarding over half a million dollars in grants a year now. 
And our average grant size is going up, which means more funding for groups 
advocating for racial and economic justice, protecting the environment, and 
promoting peace.

l  More community support: The number of MRG donors is growing, as new 
folks join those of you who have supported us for years. More of you are ensuring 
Oregon’s social justice movement has a long-term source of support by naming 
MRG Foundation in your will.  Our volunteer list is growing so much it doesn’t 
even fit on these pages (you’ll find it online).

l  More community education: Our MIC Project is helping grantees Maximize 
their Impact with Communications through workshops, coaching and online tools 
that make it possible for them to engage more Oregonians in campaigns for social 
justice.

Even with more to write about, we’ve shortened our annual report this year to conserve 
resources. You can meet more of our grantees, donors, and MRG leaders on our website. 
You can find tools to help the nonprofits you love strengthen their communications for social 
change. And you can follow trends and events that are shaping Oregon’s social justice 
movement through my “Social Change in Oregon” blog. 

In the year ahead, we’ll be working with other funders to increase the resources for 
Oregon’s social justice movement. We’ll be creating new tools that help you think about 
how to have the biggest impact with your own giving. And we’ll be sharing the victories 
of grassroots organizations working across the state for social justice. You can follow all 
that and more online at www.mrgfoundation.org. 

For those of you who like to cozy up with a cup of coffee and something printed on paper, 
I hope you enjoy this snapshot of our work this past year. And then I hope you’ll join us as 
we bring together more people to provide more resources to Oregon’s ever-growing social 
justice movement.  

In peace, 

Marjory Hamann 
Executive Director

NOT YOUR TYPICAL FOUNDATION REPORT. 
NOT YOUR TYPICAL FOUNDATION.
Unlike most foundations, which are supported by a corporation or a single family, 
many people join together to fund McKenzie River Gathering Foundation. 

The groups we fund aren’t typical either. For nearly 35 years, we’ve made grants 
to groups that are less likely to be supported by other foundations because 
they are working on emerging issues and challenging the status quo. These 
grassroots groups are working to protect the environment, promote human rights 
and racial justice, and work for peace. 

Take a look inside to see who we funded this year. If you want to support the 
groups you see, you can do that today:

l  Send a check or make a gift online 

l  Donate appreciated stocks 

l  Give via your workplace giving campaign 

l  Name MRG in your will

For the most up-to-date stories, bios, photos or video, visit our 
website: www.mrgfoundation.org

 DONORS    Carl Abbott & Margery Post Abbott • Adler Jarach Fund of Equity Foundation • Elisa Aguilera • Patrick Ahern • Jensi Albright & Carmen Gutierrez • Jeff Allen • 
Anthony Anderson • Frank & Dorothy Anderson • Evelyn Anderton & Janet Anderson • Eduardo Angulo • Paulette Ansari • Jennifer Antak • Steve Apotheker • 

Bryan Aptekar • Yulia Arakelyan & Erik Ferguson • Pippa Arend • Eileen Argentina • E.V. Armitage • Barbara Aten • Suzia Aufderheide • Joseph Auth • Deborah Averill • Gil & Laura Avery 
• Rupert Ayton • Rob & Carol Baird • Roanne Bank • Mary Ann Barham • Dan Baron • Carlos and Jeanne-Marie Moore Barrera • Carlos Barrera • Joan Bayliss & Irwin Noparstak • Natasha 
Beck • Michael Becker & Susan Hay • Nancy Becker • Richard Benner & Lavinia Gordon • Annie Bentz • Carley Berkey • Sara & Drew Bernard • A Bettykay & Robb Shantz • Frank Biehl • 
Jane Bilger & Andrew Philipsborn • Ralph Bloemers • Timothy Blood & Janet Dahlgren • Chanly Bob • Lyn Bonyhadi • Dan Bower • Jo Ann Bowman • Moira Bowman & Diane Goodwin • 
Wes Brain & Brenda Gould • Dave & Gretchen Brauer-Rieke • Johanna Brenner • Tree Bressen • Ana Brophy • Jacob Brostoff • Shannon Brown & Lance Cole • Jennifer Bruml • Jim Brunke 
• Julie Bryant & Bill Roach • Darlene Burkhead • Michael Bussell • Margaret Butler & Rich Peppers • Florence Byrne • Steve Cackley • Janet Calvert • Lee Campbell • Sheila & Mel Canal • 
Jean Carley • Sarah Carlin • Roscoe Caron & Katherine Gorham • Michael Carrigan & Sue Barnhart • George & Fanny Carroll • Jo Ann Casselberry • Mary Anne Cassin • Edith Casterline & 
Don Golden • Judith A. Castro • Frank Cater • Clinton Chiavarini • Molly Chidsey • Yee Won Chong • Cassie Cohen & Gauri Rajbaidya • Scott Cohen • Phyllis Cole • Peter Collier • David 
Collins & Sheila Strachan • Tim Collins • AmyLynn Colvin • Chris Connaway • Dion Connelly • Ginny Cornyn • Andy Cotugno • John Crabbe & Jeri Janowsky • Robert & Martha Crist • Laila 
Cully • Susan & Richard Cundiff • Colleen Curran & Maxwell Foster, Jr. • Patricia Curtin • Alice & Tom Cushman • Dave Cutler & Cyndi Connolly • Kevin F. Davidson • Diane De Paolis • 
Timothy Dean • Robert Decker • Anthony DeFalco • Tom Del Savio & Tammy Gardner • Beverly DeLeonardis • Chris DeMars • Ralph L. Smith Foundation • Steven & Beth Deutsch • Ken 
Deveney • Sandy Dickerson • Kirsten Diechmann • Edith Dominguez • Vanessa Dominguez • Steven Dotterrer • Barbara Douglas • Sarah Ann Douglas • Barbara Dudley • Shadia Duery • 
Marianne Dugan • Dianne Dugaw • Skeeter Duke • Patti Duncan • Ivy R. Dunlap • Mary Jo Durand & Melinda Petersen • Barrett Ebright Karnes & Thomas Karnes • Peter Edberg & Bryna 
Goodman • Goudarz Eghtedari • Jacquelyn Ellenz & Steven Snyder • Darby Ellison • Eugene & Barbara Emge • Herb Everett & Nancy Bray • Garold & Joyce Faber • Kathryn Farr • Bill 
Farver & Kathryn Gordon • Joyce Felton • Jan Fenton & Tim Calvert • Douglas & Ann Ferguson • Chris Ferlazzo • Ann & David Fidanque • Aurora Fiorintina • Randy Fishfader • Joyce 
Follingstad • Marylin Fonseca • Mariah Forrest • Timothy Forsberg • Joanne Foulkrod • Ruth & Herman Frankel • Katherine Freeman • Mark Friedman • Williamson W. Fuller III and Edith 
Mary Fuller • Michael Funke & Kathryn Wood • Elizabeth Fussell • Anne Galisky • Denni Galloway • Teresa A. Galvan • Paul Garrahan • Sharon Gary-Smith • Katherine Gillette • Linda 
Ginenthal • Robin Ginenthal & Mitch Haupers • Howard & Jane Glazer • Martha Goetsch & Linda Besant • Katherine Goff • Sabrina Gogol • Eva Gold • Bruce Goldberg • Jeff Golden • Steve 
& Nancy Golden • Daniel & Hannah Goldrich • Phil Goldsmith & Susan Newman • Elinor Gollay & L. Rex Brasell • Rolaine Grandey • Gray Family Fund of the Oregon Community 
Foundation • Jack Gray & Mary Jo Wade • Leslie Griep & Priya Kandaswamy • Pat Gripp • Heidi Guenin • Allen & Susan Hamann • Marjory Hamann & Ben Lischner • Ib Hamide • Noble & 
Lorraine Hancock Family Fund • Noel Hanlon & Peter Koehler • Suzanne Hannam • Tom & Jane B. Happy • Nancy Haque & Dianne Riley • Thomas Harburg & Alida Rol • Alice Hardesty • 
Corie Harlan • Kelly Harms • William & Barbara Harris • Sylvia Hart • Shizuko Hashimoto • Margaret Hashmi • Emily Heilbrun • Alanna Hein • Mary Beth Henry & Michael Burnett • 
Barbara Hershey • William S. Herz • Judy & Michael Heumann • Emily Hicks • Eric Hill • Emily Hitchcock & Amy Cutting • John & Laura Hofer • Marjorie Hogan • Michael Hoglund • Tena 
Hoke • Mark Holloway • Mary Ann and Tom • Marsha Holt-Kingsley • Jaimi Hooker • Pat Hoover • Dawn Hottenroth • Barbara & Kess Hottle • AnnMarie Housley • Jay Howe & Janet Gros 
Jacques • Steve Hoyt-McBeth • Helena Huang & Robert J. Imbriano II • Ann Hubbird • Mel Huie • Megan Hutton • Simeon & Ann Hyde • Zach Hyder • Heather Ikeler • Carolina Iraheta • 
Karen Irwin • Jeff Jackson & Sandy Moses • Dave Jacobson & Daryl Ann Swan • Kayse Jama & Stephanie Stephens • Ben Johnson & Kelly Sullivan • Courtney Johnson • Patricia Johnson • 
James Johnston • Cliff Jones • Robert & Theresa Jones • Steve Jones • Kathleen Joy • Christie L. Jungling • Marilyn & Nisco Junkins • Christopher Kahle & Dwight Stegner • George Karaffa 
• Victor Kaufmann • Brian Kay • Beth Kaye • Kathy Keesee-Morales & Dagoberto Morales • Shoshana Kerewsky • Deanna Kilger • Reida & Charles Kimmel • Jane Kingston • Lawrence 
Kleinman & Leslie Frane • Bill Kowalczyk & Diane Drum • Kalpana Krishnamurthy & Thomas Wheatley • Patricia Kullberg • Marjorie Kundiger & Bill Josephson • Franklin Kwa • Kwitman 
Family Foundation • William Kwitman & Monica Moriarty • Jon La Branch • Carola Lacy • Hussain Lakdawalla • Estate of Mary Catherine Lamb • Shannon LaMonica • David Landrum • 
Ruth Lane • Kindra Lanford-Crick • Andrea Larson • Paul Leistner • Eric Lemelson • Ken Lerner • Larry & Linda Lewin • Karen Lewis • Ruth Liao • David Lifton • Alejandra Lily Bautista • 
Elisabeth Linder • Harold & Kyong Lischner • Alan Locklear & Marie Valleroy • Lydia Lord & William Furtick • Kaitlin Lovell • Susannah & Mark Lustica • Arbrella & Henry Luvert • Kathryn 
Lynch • Chris Mack • John MacLean • Erin Madden & Alex Brown • Brian Magill • Michael Maier • Marion Malcolm & Stefan Ostrach • Trudy Maloney • Janet Marie • Janice Marshall & John 
Rademaker • Lori Martin • Jessica Matthiesen & Cody Johnson • Michael McCann & Sarah Petersen • Michael McCarthy • Eve McConnaughey • Pam McElwee • Lori McGilchrist • Randall 
McGowen • Tiffany McKenna • Anne McLaughlin • Maggie McLaughlin • Anne McLucas • Karen McPherson • Catherine McQueeney • Ismael Meda • Dahnesh Medora & Robin Webster • 
David & Margaret Mesirow • Metro Employee Association • Allison Meyer • Jim Middaugh • Gretchen Miller & Sarah Hendrickson • Thomas Mills • Carol Misner • Charles & Dian Missar • 
Douglas Mitchell • Darryl Moch • Teresa Montgomery • Margot Monti • Kris Moore & Ryan Wilcoxen • Madeline Moore • Michael Mooser • Stephen & Linda Mooser • Karen Moran • Sandra 
Morgen • Mary Morrison • Kim Morton • Peg Morton • David Mull • Carri Munn • Terry Munro • Barbara Myers • Marguerite Nabeta • Jennifer Neilson • Brooks Nelson & Jeannie LaFrance 
• Lise Nelson • Linda Nettekoven & Larry Wallack • Ken Neubeck • Richard Newlands • Barb Newman & Liz Webb • Carol Newman • Thomas Le Ngo • John Nichols • Janet Nishihara • 
Amy Nist • Veronica Nordeen • Ellen Nusblatt • Rudi & Laureen Nussbaum • Teressa O’Caer • Juan Carlos Ocaña-Chíu & Lisa Dessen-Ocaña • Martha Oestreich • Karen Olch • Jim O’Neil • 
Alida O’Neill & Maurice Rahming • Fran & Tim Orrok • Dunetchka Otero • Amy Padilla • Annalivia Palazzo-Angulo • Theodore & Laramie Palmer • Nat Parker • Archer Parr • Lynn D. Partin 
& Bill Holmes • Richard Pastega • Jennifer Payne • Edgar & Phyllis Peara • Pamela Peck • Virginia Peckinpaugh • Elise M. Pellegrino • Kathleen Pequeño • Dan Petegorsky • John Petty • 
Jean Anderson Pezzi & Ugo E. Pezzi • Anne Philipsborn & Rick Ray • Kitty and David Piercy • Ross Plambeck • Alicia Polacok • Sandy Polishuk • Maggie Pondolfino • Allen Poole & Brita 
Johnson • Daniel Pope • Annie Popkin & David Parker • Paul Poresky & Gail Mueller • Jo & Bryce Powell • Jennifer Pratt & Michael Wetter • R. Christopher Prescott • Foncy Prescott & 
Linda Tarr • Heather Pruess • Regina Psaki • Roberta Pullen • Jim Quinn • Cecily Quintana • Greg & Beth Raisman • Hozkar Ramos • Philip Randall • Ari Rapkin & Kim Brill • Peter & 
Bonnie Reagan • R. David & Olivia Rebanal • Melanie Reese • Susan Remmers & Gillian Leichtling • Linda Reymers • Dennis Reynolds • John Reynolds • Moira Reynoldson • Suk Rhee & 
Dylan Dow • Dell Rhodes • Lydia Rich & Rex Burkholder • Jeffrey Richard • Farrell Richartz • Phil & Debbie Richman • Margy Riggs & Peter Ffolliott • Gregory Rikhoff • Susan Avery 
Riordan • John Rist • David W. Rock • Peter Rodda & Vincenza Scarpaci • Anita Rodgers & Travis Henderson • Richard Rodrigues, Jr. • Rich Rohde & Caren Caldwell • Donna “La Rosa” 
Rose • Deb Ross & Linda Brandt • Jenni & Rick Rotmans • Francie & Michael Royce • Erica Rubin & Tom Swanson • Aldine Rubinstein • Sheryl Sackman • John Saemann • Connie Saldaña • 
Peg Sandeen & Crystal Froembling • Krist Sandness • Daniel P. Santos • Janice M. Schenk • Kurt Scheuermann • Deborah Schwartz • Debra Schwartz • Judith Schwartz • James Scott & 
Elaine Robin • Trent Seager & Chris Langdon • Victoria Cloud Sears • Kenneth Selling • Shawna Sexton • Nita Shah • Harry Shaich • David Shapiro • Howard & Manya Shapiro Fund of the 
Oregon Community Foundation • Andrew Shaw • John Sheehan • Freda Sherburne • Doug Sherman & Jeanne Henry • William Shields & Shelda Holmes • Scott Shlaes • Annah Sidigu • 
Lucy Sidigu • Philip Siemens • Bob & Georgette Silber • Douglas Simpson • Nimmi Singh & Kyle Chisek • Alan and Julia Siporin • Kristie Skovgaard • Janvier Slick • Ian Slingerland & Kerri 
Smith Slingerland • Amy Doering Smith • Carol Smith • Cathleen L. Smith • Hillary Smith & Cris Land • Izetta Smith & Ellen Goldberg • Jeff Smith • Jerry & Jane Smith • Loren Smith • 
Rebecca F. Smith • Lynn Sonfield • Dennis Soper • Katherine Sorel • Joy Spalding • Peter H. Spendelow • Robert Spurlock • tova stabin • Nan Stark • Diana & David Stegner • Paul Stewart 
• David Stranahan • Douglas Strickler • Valerie Strong • Laura Struble • Betty Sugarman • Marion Sweeney, Cama & Kate Laue • Ingrid Swenson • Kathleen Taylor • Linda & Brad Taylor • 
Tamsin Taylor • Nadia Telsey • Corrinne Theodoru • Jay Thiemeyer • Paulette Thompson • Sue Thompson • Anna Thorn • David Thorness & Jane Morgan • Daniel Tichenor • Louise 
Tippens & Peter West • Kim-Chi To & Scott Pike • Janet Tolopka • Stacey Triplett & Dwayne Johnson • Vigo Troy • Randall Tucker • Susan Turcotte • Olga Turner • Jaimes Valdez • Abel 
Valladares • Gary & Carol Vallens • Don & Carol Van Houten • Jody Van Riper • Paul Vandenberg • Ellen Vanderslice & Scott Parker • Margaret Via • Estelle & Jim Voeller • David Waki • 
Bruce Walker • Rangeley Wallace & James Denvir • Lindy Walsh • Patrick Ward • Anne Warner • Sheila & Ronald Warren • William Warren • Howard Waskow & Grey Wolfe • Jen 
Wassermiller & Paul Solomon • Marjan Wazeka • Janet Webster Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation • Kelley Weigel & Brian Hoop • Matt Weigert • Jacob Weigler • Barbara West  
• Mary Ellen West • Joy Weyer • Michele Whaley • Geoffrey & Ann Wheeler-Bartol • Beth White • Rev. Tara Wilkins & Carole Isaacks • Will Wilkinson • Barbara Willer & Madeleine Mader • 
Jeri Williams • Kyenne Williams • Larry Williams • Martha Williams • Lorna Williamson • Lorraine Wilson • Martin & Carolyn Winch • Win’s Fund of the New World Foundation • 
Christopher & Kristin Winter • Lore Wintergreen • John Wish • Rodney Wojtanik • Ray & Barbara Wolfe • Gwen Wolfram • James Wood • Jeff Wright & Julie Omelchuck • Jack D. Wussow 
• Jack D. Wussow • Megan Wyckoff & Chris Olson • Terrie Yaffe • Jackie Yerby • Jennifer Yocom • Jenny Young • Mo Young • Elliot Zais & Holly Pence • Richard & Ty Zeller • Jonnie Zheutlin 
& Clair Killen • Joni Zimmerman • Curt Zonick • Carole Zoom • and 84 anonymous donors 

 BUSINESS & FOUNDATION DONORS    EnviroMedia • hundredth monkey foundation • Ralph L. Smith Foundation • Random Acts Fund of the Oregon 
Community Foundation • Raven Tax & Accounting, Inc. • Sipping Dreams • The Regence Employee Giving 

Campaign • ShoreBank Pacific • Trillium Natural Foods • Winterbrook Planning  EVENT SPONSORS:  EnviroMedia • Gales Creek Insurance • Madeline Moore, CFP • New Outlook Financial • 
ShoreBank Pacific • Sustainable Wealth Management





 PEACE & INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY    $76,000 American Friends Service Committee - Portland Chapter, Portland  |  BroadArts Theatre, Inc, Portland  |  Center 

for Intercultural Organizing, Portland  |  Central Oregon Peace Network, Bend  |  Community Alliance of Lane County, 

Eugene  |  Eugene PeaceWorks, Eugene  |  Oregon Action, Portland  |  Oregon Women’s Action for New Directions, Eugene  

|  Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste, Woodburn  |  Portland Committee for Human Rights in the Philippines, 

Portland  |  Rural Organizing Project, Scappoose  |  Witness for Peace Northwest, Corvallis

 ECONOMIC JUSTICE    $94,500 Central Oregon Jobs with Justice, Bend  |  Friends of Family Farmers, Molalla  |  Northwest 

Workers’ Justice Project, Portland  |  Oregon Fair Trade Campaign, Portland  |  Oregon Rural Action, La 

Grande  |  Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste, Woodburn  |  Portland Jobs with Justice, Portland  |  

Rogue Valley Oregon Action, Medford  |  VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project, Portland

 LGBTQ    $43,000 Community of Welcoming Congregations, Portland  |  Human Dignity 

Coalition, Bend  |  Lotus Rising Project, Medford  |  Oregon Student Association, Portland  

|  Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays Oregon State Council, Portland   

|  Umatilla Morrow Alternatives, Hermiston

 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION    $98,500  Bark, Portland  |  Cascadia Wildlands, Eugene  |  Center for Diversity & the Environment, Portland  

|  Civil Liberties Defense Center, Eugene  |  Crag Law Center, Portland  |  Friends of Living Oregon Waters, 

Grants Pass  |  Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center, Ashland  |  OPAL (Organizing People - Activating Leaders), 

Portland  |  Oregon Toxics Alliance, Eugene  |  Siskiyou Regional Education Project, Grants Pass

 HUMAN RIGHTS    $133,955 Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon, Portland  |  Common Cause Oregon, Portland  |  Community Alliance of Tenants, 

Portland  |  Community Media Assistance Project, Portland  |  Disabled United in Direct Empowerment, Medford  |  Eugene-Springfield 

NAACP, Eugene  |  Komemma Cultural Protection Association, Yoncalla  |  Red Earth Descendants, Ashland  |  Portland Parent Union, Portland  

|  Salem/Keizer Coalition for Equality, Salem  |  Street Roots, Portland  |  Ten Rivers Food Web, Corvallis  |  Wisdom of the Elders, Portland

 IMMIGRATION    $99,045  African Women’s Coalitio
n, Portland  |  A

migos Multicultural Services Center,  

Eugene  |  C
AUSA, Salem  |  C

enter for Intercultural Organizing, Portland  |  O
regon New Sanctuary  

Movement, Portland  |  P
ortland Central America Solidarity Committee, Portland  |  R

ural Organizing Project,  

Scappoose  |  U
nete, Medford  |  V

oz Hispana Causa Chavista, Woodburn
Financials
In a down economy, the first question many foundations get asked is, 
“how’s your endowment?” Ours grew by over $100,000 this year to 
$2.1 million, even after our annual draw.

MRG Foundation’s ability to make grants depends on more than our 
endowment. Our financial health is based on a balance among annual 
fundraising, draws on long-term funds that were set up in previous 
years, and our investment earnings. 

Like many organizations, our donations from individuals continue to 
be lower than before the stock market dropped in 2008. But the number 
of donors has increased compared to our previous fiscal year—thank you!

Fortunately, our investments gained ground this year, completely 
erasing losses from the previous fiscal year and offsetting the short-term 
drop in donations.

As a result, we were able to maintain a historically high level 
of grants to support social justice organizing.

Our vision goes way beyond the current economic cycle. Join us as 
we make MRG the strongest possible long-term resource for Oregon’s 
social justice movement! 

MAKE YOUR GIVING  
EASIER WITH A DONOR 
ADVISED FUND
Do you make donations to a lot of groups each 
year, and need help managing the paperwork? 

Do you want to make a single large donation 
in one tax-year but spread the impact out to 
multiple groups over time? 

Setting up a donor advised fund at MRG can 
simplify your giving situation. 

Last year MRG managed over $250,000 in 
donor advised grants that went out to over 100 
groups in addition to the groups you see listed 
in this report. 

If you think a donor advised fund could 
make your giving easier, contact Sheryl 
Sackman: sheryl@mrgfoundation.org or 
visit www.mrgfoundation.org/tools. 

42% of our grants supported groups based  

in and led by communities of color.

WHO INSPIRED YOUR PASSION FOR 
SOCIAL JUSTICE?
MRG Foundation can help you set up a special fund in their honor. Here 
are funds that currently provide long-term support for racial justice, 
peace, environmental protection, international solidarity and women 
artists by underwriting grassroots grants and programs at MRG:

l  Maud T. Kernan Fund

l  Michael Smith Fund

l  L’Chaim Fund

l  Lilla Jewel Fund for Women Artists

You can also make a tribute gift of any size, as many people did in 
2009 to honor the life of MRG co-founder Leslie Brockelbank. For more 
information on how you can honor someone who inspires you, 
contact Sheryl Sackman: Sheryl@mrgfoundation.org

Rural Organizing Project (ROP) supports over 50 human 
dignity groups across the state. Their network engages 
over 12,000 rural Oregonians in communities like Wallowa, 
Newport, Prineville, and Klamath Falls to organize for peace, 
LGBTQ equality, immigration reform and democracy.

 With 25 member groups organizing on peace issues, 
ROP is on the leading edge of re-energizing America’s peace 
movement. ROP’s rural leaders are making connections in 
their communities between America’s wars abroad, our local 
economies, and the war against immigrants here at home. 

In Eastern Oregon, people face intense pressure to stay closeted 
in the face of homophobia and silent when confronted with 
racism. As the only LGBTQ organization run by people of color 
in Eastern Oregon, Umatilla Morrow Alternatives (UMA) is 
responding by developing powerful local leaders.

Year-round, they engage local businesses and social service 
providers to change “business as usual” to include LGBTQ 
folks and people of color. Every summer, UMA hosts a growing 
multicultural event with presenters about homophobia, 
disability and racism. UMA is changing rural Oregon. 

GRANTS PROGRAM
How did these groups become grantees? Our grantmaking 
committee members select groups that are led by people directly 
affected by the toughest social justice issues of our time. We fund 
groups who are organizing their communities to take on the root 
causes of injustice. 

Our grassroots grantmakers are from the community as well, 
often organizing alongside our grantee groups. As organizers 
themselves, they quickly recognize emerging issues, effective 
strategies and truly grassroots leadership.

In 2009-2010, our grantees were working across Oregon to:

l  Fix our broken immigration system
l  Organize rural communities to pass health care reform
l  Stop invasive Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) pipelines

Learn more at www.mrgfoundation.org/grantees

When an Oregon environmental group needs a lawyer to help 
them protect Oregon’s land, air or water, if they’re lucky, they 
get Crag Law Center. Crag’s client list includes MRG grantees 
like Cascadia Wildlands, OPAL, Bark and Friends of Oregon 
Living Waters.

Crag’s court victories have halted thousands of acres 
of clearcuts, protected fishing rights for tribes and ensured 
drinkable, fishable water for low-income communities. Crag’s 
defense of wild areas and Oregon’s land use system will keep 
our ecosystems intact for generations to come.

 RURAL ORGANIZING PROJECT  STREET ROOTS 

 CENTRAL OREGON JOBS WITH JUSTICE 

 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PHILIPPINES 

 COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF LANE COUNTY 

 PORTLAND COMMITTEE FOR 

 CRAG LAW CENTER 

 UMATILLA MORROW ALTERNATIVES 

GROWTH IN  
GRASSROOTS GRANTMAKING

EXPENSES FY09-10 ($1.5 MILLION)

2005-06: $368,125

2009-10: $545,000

 47%  Grassroots 
Grantmaking*

 19%  Donor Advised 
Grantmaking* 

 15%  Community 
Education 

 11% Administration 

 8% Fundraising 

* Includes program 
costs such as staff 
and other expenses.

In 2009-2010, MRG Foundation made almost $550,000 in grants to grassroots groups across Oregon. 

 GIFTS IN HONOR OF…  
Gil Avery - Susan Avery Riordan • Megan Craig - Alan and Julia Siporin • Howard Cutler - Marjorie Kundiger & Bill Josephson • Ruth Frankel - Anne McLaughlin • Ralph Griffiths - 
Valerie Strong  • Adiv & Max - Steve & Nancy Golden • Michael Mooser - Stephen & Linda Mooser • Anne Philipsborn & Rick Ray - Jane Bilger & Andrew Philipsborn • Sheryl Sackman 

- Scott Shlaes • Carolyn & Martin Winch - David Stranahan • Carole Zoom - Dan Baron, Jennifer Pratt and Michael Wetter, Jennifer Yocom

 GIFTS IN MEMORY OF…  
Leslie Brockelbank (MRG Co-founder) - Julie Bryant and Bill Roach, Sheila & Mel Canal, Sue Barnhart & Michael Carrigan, Steven & Beth Deutsch, Ruth & Herman Frankel, Leslie Griep 
& Priya Kandaswamy, Steve Jones, Peg Morton, Linda Nettekoven & Larry Wallack, Barb Newman & Liz Webb, Kathleen Pequeño, Sandy Polishuk, Linda Reymers, Anita Rodgers & 

Travis Henderson, Richard Rodrigues, Jr., Deb Ross & Linda Brandt, Sheryl Sackman, John Saemann, Annah Sidigu, Alan and Julia Siporin, Valerie Strong, Marion Sweeney, Cama & Kate Laue, Jay Thiemeyer, Olga Turner • Bonnie Tinker 
- Ruth & Herman Frankel • Cheang Kim Chhiv - Chanly Bob • Bobbi Gary - Christopher Kahle & Dwight Stegner, Deb Ross & Linda Brandt, Sheryl Sackman, Amy Doering Smith, Carole Zoom • Del & Lou Greenfield - Peter & Bonnie 
Reagan • Mary Catherine Lamb - Alida O’Neill & Maurice Rahming • Archbishop Romero - Jensi Albright & Carmen Gutierrez • Marge H. Sauer - Natasha Beck • Gloria Shaich - Harry Shaich • Quincy Sugarman - Betty Sugarman

Grantees:  
General Fund, Peace Fund,  

Critical Response and Travel G
rants

 MRG GRANTMAKERS 2009-10 
GENERAL FUND: Elisa Aguilera • Gil Avery • Patricia 
Cortez • Francis Eatherington • Evelyne Ello-Hart • 

Anne Golden • Shizuko Hashimoto • Kayse Jama • Joan Quaempts • Alejandro Queral • David Rogers • Liza Lynn 
Tran • Raquel Wells   PEACE FUND: Chris Ferlazzo • Dan Goldrich • Nancy Haque • Esther Stutzman   CRITICAL 
RESPONSE AND TRAVEL FUND: Penny Lind • Maud Powell • Terrie Quinteros • Ari Rapkin










